
 

 

WORDS UNDER THE SPOTLIGHT :  

 

                      SPELLING  

 

                 EASILY CONFUSED WORDS 

 

                            PREPOSITIONS  

 

• develop / development / developed / 

developing  

• accommodation /  accommodating ( Adj) 

• recommend / recommendation  

• responsibility  

• to innovate/ innovative ( Adj ) / innovation 

( N ) 

• to occur ( occurred )  ( occurring ) / 

occurrence ( N ) 

• to panic ( panicked ) ( panicking ) 

• to quit ( quit or quitted ) ( quitting )  

• to drop out ( dropped out ) / dropout ( N) 

• to enroll ( enrolled : always double ‘l’ ) / 

enrolment or enrollment ( N ) 

enrollee ( person )  

• to attend / attendance ( N ) 

• to persevere ( V ) / perseverance ( N )  

• dissatisfied 

• to commit ( committed ) / commitment (N) 

committed ( Adj )   

• to advise ( V ) / advice ( N ) 

• to maintain ( V ) / maintenance ( N )  

• to assess ( V ) /  assessment ( N )  

• to exhibit / exhibition (N ) 

• crisis ( sing ) / crises ( plural )  

• basis ( sing ) / bases ( plural )  

 

 

 

 

• appealing : attractive         

• appalling : extremely bad  

 

• emerge ( V ) /  emergence ( N ) /              

emerging ( Adj ) or  emergent  

 

• emergency : urgency           

 

• traffic = congestion : the vehicles that are on 

the road at a particular time  

 

• trafficking : illegal trade in sth  

 

• substantial : considerable  

 

• sustainable : using natural product that do not 

harm the environment /               sustainability ( 

N )  

 

• economic ( Adj ) : connected with the trade, 

industry etc of a country… ( economic crisis) 

                                                  
• economical ( Adj ) : not spending more money 

than necessary  

 

• to fly ( flew / flown ) :to move through the air 

using wings  

                                                

 

• to sensitize someone to sth  

• to raise awareness of  

• needless to 

• regardless of  

• responsible for 

• prevent from 

• deprive of  

• to deny someone sth 

• to deny sth to someone 

• keen on  

• addicted to  

• willing to 

• a solution to a problem   

• a  key to sth  

          to doing sth  

• to deal with  

• to tackle   Ø             an issue  

• to address    Ø 

• contribute to  

• committed to 

•  devoted to      

•  dedicated to  

• suffer from  

• differ from  

• believe in  

• interested in  

• result in   

• provide with  

• cater for / to someone  



 

 

 

 

 

  words which are never used in the plural : 

                  advice / information / 

   pieces of advice / pieces of information 

 

   words which can be used in both the 

singular and the plural forms :   

              species / means / media / news  

 

 

The media was / were accused of influencing the 

public opinion.  

 

A rare species. /  There are many species. 

  

The car is a means of transport.  

There are many means of entertainment.  

 

What’s the latest news ?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• to flee ( fled / fled ) : to escape  

 

• to affect ( V ) /  effect ( N ) /               effective ( 

Adj )=/= ineffective ( Adj ) / affected ( passive 

Adj )  

                                         
• affective ( Adj ) : connected with emotions / 

affection ( N )  

 

•  to break out : 1) to start suddenly / outbreak (N 

)  

 

2)  to escape from prison / breakout ( N)  

 

• society : a particular community of people who 

share the same customs, laws… 

• company = firm = business = corporation :   a 

business organization that makes money by 

producing or selling goods or services  

 

•  praise : compliment  

 

• prize : award  

 

• price : cost  

 

• to devise : to invent  

 

• to divide : to split = to share / division (N) 

 

• device ( N ) : a small machine  

 

• actually = indeed = in fact = in effect  

 

• to struggle / to fight  for sth  

• to struggle / to fight against sth  

• to apply to someone for  sth 

• to complain to someone for sth   

• to depend on  

• to be independent of 

• to be famous for  

• to die of / from  

• ( dis )approve of  

• to be qualified for  



 

 

 • currently = nowadays  

 

 

 

• attendee : a person who attends school/ a 

conference / a show / a lecture … 

 

• attendant : a person whose job is to serve 

people in a public place / a flight attendant 

 

• avenue : a wide straight road 

 

• venue : a place where a performance takes 

place  

 

• to enquire or inquire : to ask about sth / enquiry 

or inquiry ( N ) 

 

• to require : need sth / requirement 

 

• to acquire : to get sth / acquisition ( N ) 

 

•  to be able to do sth =/= to be unable 

ability =/= inability  

to enable ( V)  

 

to be disabled ( Adj ) : handicapped = impaired 

/ disability  

 

• comprehensive: including all the items, details , 

facts , information that may be concerned 

• understanding : showing sympathy for others 

problems and being willing to forgive them when 

they do sth wrong                                                   

 



 

 

 

 

   


